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MR. MOSLER’S WORKS. 


Mr. HENRY MOSLER, the American artist, who during the past eleven years 
has resided in Europe, now for the first time presents a collection of his paintings, 
studies and sketches (including Salon pictures) for the inspection of the public. From 
time to time individual pictures from Mr. Mosler’s easel have found their way to the 
United States, been exhibited, and attracted attention, notably u The Last Sacrament ,” 
which was awarded one of the prize s at the Prize Fund Exhibition , in New York, in the 
spring of 1885. Since the return of the artist he has deemed it advisable to group 
some of the leading examples of his labor, for the purpose of affording a more compre¬ 
hensive idea of his range of subjects and method of treatment. Several of the pictures 
in this collection have been loaned by the owners, but the larger number, embracing 
studies of some of his most important works owned in this country and abroad, 
together with minor sketches, were brought from Paris by the artist this summer, and 
include, with canvases never before seen here, the unfinished Salon picture for 18S6. 

While Mr. Mosler’s greatest success has been gained during his residence abroad, 
he is distinctively an American artist, with his chief interests lying here. His early years 
were passed in Cincinnati, where he began his Art studies under the well known James 
H. Beard. Two years during the Rebellion he was attached to the staff of Harpers 
Weekly , and was in the field with the Western armies. Immediately after this he went 
to Dusseldorf, and thence to Paris, where he entered the studio of Hebert, now Director 
of the Ville de Medicis, the French Fine Art Academy at Rome. Returning to the 
United States after a brief sojourn abroad, he exhibited his well known picture, “The 
Lost Cause,” and at once secured recognition in Art circles. In 1874 Mr. Mosler again 
visited Europe and entered the Academy at Munich, where he remained six months, 
studying under the direction of Piloty. During this brief sojourn there he won th e medal 
at the Royal Academy. From Munich Mr. Mosler went to Paris, and there he has since 
remained, closely applying himself to his life work. Soon after taking up his residence 
in the French capital he began two pictures which his former master urgently advised 
him to place in the Salon. They were accepted, and since 1878 Mr. Mosler has been 
an annual exhibitor at that great Art exhibition. It may not be inappropriate to briefly 
set forth in this sketch a list of the works which he has had hung upon the walls of the 
Salon. In 1878, 44 Early Cares,” and “ The Quadroon Girl;” 1879, 41 Le Retour,” and 
4 ‘Les Femmes et les Secrets;” 1880, “The Purchase of the Wedding Gown,” and “The 
Spinning Girl;” 1881, “The Night after the Battle,” and 44 The Return of the Fisher- 
women;” 1882, “Discussing the Marriage Contract;” 1883, 44 The Wedding Morning,” 
and “The Spinning Girl (Sunday);” 1884, 4 ‘The Last Sacrament,” and “The Village 
Clockmaker;” 1885, “The Approaching Storm.” 









v In 1884 Mr. Mosler received a medal for his “ Harvest Dance,” at the Internation al 
E xhibition, at Nice, France, 

The conspicuous feature of Mr. Mosler’s second exhibit at the Salon, 1879, (“ Le 
Retour ”) brought him an honor that has never been accorded any other American artist 

The French Government purchased this pictur e, and placed it in the gallery of the 
Luxembourg Palace. “The Purchase of the Wedding Gown” (Salon, 1880) was painted 
upon the order of M. Edmond Turquet, Minister of Fine Arts of France, and is now in 
his private collection. 

a The Spinning Girl” (Salon, 1880) is the property of the Society of Fine Arts, at 
Grenoble. 

“Discussing the Marriage Contract” (Salon, 1882) was brought to America and 
added to the gallery of Mr. George I. Seney. At the sale of that noted collection 
this picture became the property of Mr. J. S. Barnes, of New York. “ Thg ^Wed ding 
Moijiinp- ” (Salon, 1883) was subsequently exhibited at the Triennial International 
Exhibition, at Paris, with three other paintings from Mr. Mosler’s easel, an d^ was pur¬ 
chased by the Museum of Fine Arts at Sydney, New South Wales. 

In 1883 Mr. Mosler exhibited in Philadelphia “A Rainy Day,” which was subse¬ 
quently purchased by Mr. Temple, of tha t city, and placed in the Temple Collection at 
the Philadelphia Academy of Fine Arts. Owing to a rule of the Academy it was not 
possible to secure this picture tor exhibition here. 

“The Last Sacrament” (Salon, 1884) familiar to the Art public of the United 
States. With its companion in the Salon, it was exhibited at the Prize Fund Exhibition 
in New York in the spring of 1885, is one °f the four works which passed the severe 
test of criticism, and the only figure piece among the prize pictures of that competition. 
“The Last Sacrament ” is the property of the Louisville (Ky.) Polytechnic Institution. 

While this and several others of Mr. Mosler’s more ambitious works could not be 
secured, he is, nevertheless, enabled to display several of the original studies from 
which they were developed. The only unfinished painting in this collection is “The 
Visit of the Marquise,” intended for the Salon of 1886. It is so far advanced that 
Mr. Mosler feels justified in exhibiting it for the first time. 

C. E. H. 

New York, Oct. 10th, 1885. 
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HENRY STEVENS Antiquary and Bibliographer HENRY N. STEVENS American and Antiquarian Bookseller 
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